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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 171 1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, WB, GW, UR 

SUBJECT: SENATOR FOR FEDERAL AFFAIRS CRITICIZES WEHNER 
REF: BERLIN 1697 

1. UPON RETURNING FROM U.S. VISIT OCTOBER 1, SENATOR 
FOR FEDERAL AFFAIRS DIETRICH STOBBE? GAVE INTERVIEW 
CONCERNING WEHNER INCIDENT. ALTHOUGH STOBBE'S SUBSTANTIVE 
CRITICISM OF SPD FRAKTION LEADER WAS LESS SHARP THAN 

THAT OF GOVERNING MAYOR SCHUETZ (REFTEL), HE DID NOT 
MINCE WORDS IN TAKING WEHNER TO TASK FOR WAY HE HANDLED 
BERLIN ISSUE IN MOSCOW. 

2. STOBBE TOLD PRESS THAT "FORM" IN WHICH WEHNER MADE 
HIS REMARKS WAS "UNREASONABLE" AND NOT ONLY INFLAMED 
OLD LEGAL ARGUMENTS THAT HAD BEEN PUT TO REST BY QA 
BUT ALSO "CREATED A MINOR CONFRONTATION WHICH DOES 
BERLIN NO GOOD." AT SAME TIME, STOBBE SAID HE 

AGREED WITH WEHNER THAT ONE SHOULD NOT UNREASONABLY 
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EXPECT TOO MUCH FROM QA. STOBBE ALSO USED INTERVIEW 
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TO EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT OF BERLIN TIES 
WITH FRG, E.G., MOVE OF FEDERAL ENVIRONMENT OFFICE 
TO BERLIN. 

3. IN CONVERSATION WITH MISSION OFFICER OCT 2, STOBBE 
SAID HE FELT INTERVIEWS SUCH AS THAT HE HAD IUST GIVEN 
COULD SERVE PURPOSE OF DAMPENING DOWN DEBATE, WHICH 
HE FELT WAS IN INTEREST OF SPD AND BERLIN. HE DID 
NOT THINK WEHNER' STATEMENT SIGNALED BASIC CHANGE 
IN FRG POLICY CONCERNING BERLIN QUESTION. HE SAID 
WEHNER'S REMARKS, WHICH COMPLETELY SURPRISED BRANDT, 
MIGHT HAVE BEEN RESULT OF WEHNER'S ANGER WITH SCHEEL 
AND FEELING THAT SOVIETS WERE GENUINELY WORRIED ABOUT 
FRG INTERPRETATION OF QA. ACCORDING TO STOBBE, THERE 
REMAINED ROOM FOR COMPROMISE ON CONSULAR-REPRESENTATION 
ISSUE IF IT COULD BE TAKEN OUT OF PUBLIC DEBATE AND 
MOVED BACK INTO DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. KLEIN 
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